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FORMAT 
R.D.:  5 points 
Final: 2 points 

MLA format is followed 
throughout.   

MLA format is followed 
through most of the 

writing. 

MLA format is followed 
through some of the 

writing. 

MLA format is followed 
through a little of the 

writing. 

WRITTEN 

LANGUAGE 

CONVENTIONS 

R.D.:  20 points 

Final: 15 points 

 
Capitals, commas, and 

standard punctuation are 
always used. 

 
 

Sentences are complete 
and complex with 

concrete examples from 
the music. 

 
Topic sentence(s) and 
conclusion(s) reflect 

content of paragraph, and 
clearly relate to topic. 

 
Paragraph is in 3rd 
person/detached. 

 
 

 
Capitals, commas, and 

standard punctuation are 
used, though several are 
misplaced or misused at 

times.  
Sentences are often 

complete and complex 
with concrete examples 

from the music. 
 

Topic sentence(s) and 
conclusion(s) reflect 

content of paragraph. 
. 
 

Paragraph is in 3rd 
person/detached, most of 
the time.  2nd person is 

used 1-2 times. 
 

 
Capitals, commas, and 

standard punctuation are 
missing or misplaced 

sometimes.  
 

Some sentences are 
complete and complex 
with concrete examples 

from the music. 
 

Topic sentence(s) and 
conclusion(s) reflect 

content of paragraph at 
times. 

 
Paragraph is in 3rd person 
and/or detached, & some 

of the time 2nd person 
point of view is used. 

 
Capitals, commas, and 

standard punctuation are 
missing or misplaced 

often. 
 

Few sentences are 
complete or complex  

with concrete examples 
from the music. 

 
Topic sentence(s) and 
conclusion(s) are either 
not present or do not 

relate to the topic of the 
paragraph content. 

 
Paragraph is in 1st or 2nd 

person point of view 
frequently. 

CONTENT 

ACADEMIC 

R.D.:  25 points 

Final: 20 points 

Academic content uses 
the elements and all 

information necessary to 
convey and make 

meaning of topic at hand. 
Clear details, examples 
and facts support the 
topic and conclusion 

sentences and 
demonstrate a solid 

knowledge of the topic, 
using academic language 

correctly. 
 
 

Paragraph provides clear, 
and concise information, 
facts, and evidence to 

support statements with 
academic vocabulary and 
compound and complex 

sentences that state facts 
and support with details 

Academic content often 
uses the elements and all 
information necessary to 

convey and make 
meaning of topic at 

hand. Details, examples 
and facts support the 
topic sentence and 

conclusion and 
demonstrate a 

knowledge of the topic, 
using academic language 

correctly most of the 
time. 

 
Paragraph provides 

information, facts, and 
often times gives 

evidence to support 
statements.  At times the 

writing is wordy and 
states facts with details 
throughout most of the 

paragraph. 

Academic content 
sometimes uses the 

elements and all 
information necessary to 

convey and make 
meaning of topic at hand. 
Some details, examples 
and facts support the 
topic sentence and 

conclusion and 
demonstrate a vague 

knowledge of the topic, 
using academic language 

correctly, at times.  
 

Paragraph provides some 
information, facts, and 

sometimes gives evidence 
to support statements.  

Often times the writing is 
wordy and while states 
facts, is missing details.  

Opinions are found in the 
paragraph. 

Academic content rarely 
uses the elements and all 
information necessary to 

convey and make 
meaning of topic at 
hand. Few details, 
examples or facts 
support the topic 

sentence and 
demonstrate a vague 

knowledge of the topic, 
rarely using academic 
language correctly.  

 
 

Paragraph rarely 
provides information, 

and/or facts, and rarely 
gives evidence to 

support statements. The 
paragraph is wordy, with 

minimal details and 
opinions are given more 

often than facts or 
details 
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PARAGRAPH	  –	  
	  
Your	  paragraph	  must	  describe	  the	  	  elements	  of	  music	  in	  your	  piece.	  You	  may	  choose	  the	  elements	  that	  you	  describe.	  
•	  	  underline	  or	  bold	  each	  element	  you	  use,	  in	  your	  paragraph,	  every	  time	  they	  are	  used	  
•	  	  all	  content	  must	  describe	  your	  composition	  and	  the	  musical	  content	  WITHOUT	  any	  quality	  judgment	  (good,	  awesome,	  
cool,	  etc.)	  
	  
•	  	  the	  words	  I,	  	  you,	  	  and	  your	  may	  not	  be	  used	  at	  all.	  	  This	  is	  written	  in	  3rd	  person.	  
	  
•	  	  the	  paragraph	  must	  have	  a	  topic	  sentence,	  elements	  you	  choose	  described	  with	  concrete	  examples,	  and	  a	  conclusion.	  	  
This	  will	  be	  an	  7-‐10	  sentence	  paragraph,	  at	  the	  minimum.	  Topic	  Sentence	  +	  6-‐8	  sentences	  for	  the	  body	  +	  conclusion.	  
	  
•	  FYI	  –	  you	  MUST	  SHOW	  EDITS	  or	  TRACK	  CHANGES	  in	  google	  docs.	  	  	  
	  
MLA	  EXAMPLE	  AND	  paragraph	  EXAMPLE-‐you	  may	  not	  copy	  or	  use	  the	  example’s	  topic	  or	  conclusion.	  	  MLA	  HEADING	  is	  
SPECIFIC	  and	  EXACT	  without	  punctuation.	  See	  the	  links	  on	  annefennell.com	  for	  MLA	  format	  site.	  
	  
	  	  
Melody Musician 
 
Ms Fennell 
 
Period 2 Music Composition 1 
 
3 March 2014 
 

“Sounds of the Storm” 
 
 

 In the composition, “Sounds of the Storm,” the elements of timbre, rhythm, pitch and melody, combine 
 
to create a piece of orchestral music.  When the music begins, there is a gradual increase in tempo or  
 
accelerando that is heard in the percussion section and is then echoed with the trumpets.  The trumpets and the  
 
leading voice or timbre in the music and carry the melody through the first and second section, but then hand the  
 
melody to the flutes and basses……….etc………………….In “Sounds of the Storm,” the elements  
 
of…………….are used frequently to create the composition. 


