
Writing RUBRIC      Name____________________________ 

2 Paragraphs           Date___________________ 
  
Paragraph 1: – describe the piece with the elements of music and concrete examples from the 
piece. This person is in 3rd person, detached, without any personal pronouns (I, me, mine, we, us, 
you, he, she, the composer, etc.) 
Paragraph 2:  describe you as a composer and how this contributed to the process of composing 
this piece.  Use the information from your personal composer page.  Explain the process of 
composition and connect this information to your composer information.  This paragraph may be in 
first person (I, my, mine) 
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FORMAT 
Final: 5 points 

MLA format is followed 
throughout.   

MLA format is followed 
through most of writing. 

MLA format is followed 
through some of writing. 

MLA format is followed 
through a little of writing. 

WRITTEN 

LANGUAGE 

CONVENTIONS 

Final: 20 points 

Capitals, commas, and 
standard punctuation are 

always used. 
 

Sentences are complete 
and complex with 

concrete examples from 
the music. 

 
Topic sentence(s) and 
conclusion(s) reflect 

content of paragraph, and 
clearly relate to topic. 

 
1st paragraph is in 3rd 

person/detached. 
2nd paragraph is in 1st 

person. 
 
 

Capitals, commas, and 
standard punctuation are 

always used. 
 

Sentences are often 
complete and complex 
with concrete examples 

from the music. 
 

Topic sentence(s) and 
conclusion(s) reflect 

content of paragraph. 
. 
 

1st paragraph is in 3rd 
person/detached, most of 
the time.  2nd paragraph 
is in 1st person, most of 

the time.  
 

Capitals, commas, and 
standard punctuation are 

at times. 
 

Some sentences are 
complete and complex 
with concrete examples 

from the music. 
 

Topic sentence(s) and 
conclusion(s) reflect 

content of paragraph at 
times. 

 
1st paragraph is in 3rd 

person and/or detached, 
& some of the time 2nd 
person point of view is 

used.  2nd paragraph is in 
1st person, some of the 

time. 

Capitals, commas, and 
standard punctuation are 

used at times. 
 

Few sentences are 
complete or complex  

with concrete examples 
from the music. 

 
Topic sentence(s) and 
conclusion(s) are either 
not present or do not 

relate to the topic of the 
paragraph content. 

 
1st paragraph is in 2nd or 
1st person point of view 
is used frequently. 2nd 

paragraph is in 1st or 2nd 
person, most of the time. 

CONTENT 

ACADEMIC 

Final:  25 points 

 

Paragraph 1: Academic 
content uses the elements 

and all information 
necessary to convey and 
make meaning of topic at 

hand.  
Clear details, examples 
and facts support the 
topic sentence and 
demonstrate a solid 

knowledge of the topic, 
using academic language 

correctly. 
 
 

Paragraph 2: provides 
information, facts, and 
evidence to thoroughly 

explain the individual as a 
composer and the process 

of composing. 

Paragraph 1: Academic 
content often uses the 

elements and all 
information necessary to 

convey and make 
meaning of topic at 

hand. Details, examples 
and facts support the 
topic sentence and 

demonstrate a 
knowledge of the topic, 

using academic language 
correctly most of the 

time. 
 

Paragraph 2: most of the 
time provides information 

facts, evidence to 
thoroughly explain the 

individual as a composer 
and the process of 

composing. 

Paragraph 1: Academic 
content sometimes uses 

the elements and all 
information necessary to 

convey and make 
meaning of topic at hand. 
Some details, examples 
and facts support the 
topic sentence and 

demonstrate a vague 
knowledge of the topic, 

using academic language 
correctly, at times.  

 
 

Paragraph 2: sometimes 
provides information, 
facts, and evidence to 
thoroughly explain the 

individual as a composer 
and the process of 

composing. 

Paragraph 1: Academic 
content rarely uses the 

elements and all 
information necessary to 

convey and make 
meaning of topic at 
hand. Few details, 
examples or facts 
support the topic 

sentence and 
demonstrate a vague 

knowledge of the topic, 
rarely using academic 
language correctly.  

 
Paragraph 2: rarely 

provides information, 
facts, and evidence to 
thoroughly explain the 

individual as a composer 
and the process of 

composing.. 
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PARAGRAPH	  –	  
	  
Your	  paragraph	  must	  describe	  the	  elements	  of	  music	  in	  your	  piece.	  You	  may	  choose	  the	  elements	  that	  you	  describe.	  
TYPED	  in	  MLA	  format	  –and	  printed	  before	  coming	  to	  class.	  The	  final	  paragraph	  is	  DUE	  ON	  THURSDAY,	  DEC	  19th	  at	  the	  
start	  of	  class	  
•	  	  underline	  or	  bold	  each	  element	  you	  use,	  in	  your	  paragraph,	  every	  time	  they	  are	  used	  
•	  	  all	  content	  must	  describe	  your	  composition	  and	  the	  musical	  content	  WITHOUT	  any	  quality	  judgment	  (good,	  awesome,	  
cool,	  etc.)	  
	  
•	  	  the	  words	  I,	  	  you,	  	  and	  your	  may	  not	  be	  used	  at	  all.	  	  This	  is	  written	  in	  3rd	  person,	  detached.	  
	  
•	  	  the	  paragraph	  must	  have	  a	  topic	  sentence,	  and	  body	  of	  the	  paragraph	  will	  describe	  the	  elements	  with	  concrete	  
examples	  and	  facts,	  followed	  by	  a	  conclusion.	  	  This	  will	  be	  an	  7-‐10	  sentence	  paragraph,	  at	  the	  minimum.	  Topic	  Sentence	  
+	  6-‐8	  sentences	  for	  the	  body	  +	  conclusion.	  	  You	  must	  use	  the	  topic	  sentence	  and	  conclusion	  that	  were	  previously	  graded.	  
	  
•	  This rubric MUST be stapled underneath your paragraph, with your name written on it. 


