
Abstract
A whole musician is a creative artist that has a deep understanding, 
application, and connection with of all facets of music.  Teaching 
for depth of knowledge and creative and critical thinking are the 
keys to dynamic pedagogical approaches that actively engage 
learners to become lifelong musicians.  The students will emerge 
and flourish when the educator connects each with their learning, 
inviting the student to actively and metacognitively participate 
throughout the instructional, application, and reflection process.  
The educator draws all learners to become a whole musician as they 
experience their learning and designs opportunities for students to 
create, perform, produce, present, respond, and connect through 
and about music.  
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Pedagogy 
• Evocative Teaching - Embrace the learner, provide reflective 
dialogue, and invite students to assimilate information while they 
discover, pursue, apply knowledge, and share group and 
personal conclusions or outcomes.

• Constructivist - Engage the learner in active learning and 
provide opportunities to discover knowledge, so that the students 
will create or 'construct' their understanding through discovery, 
application, synthesis, and assessment.

• Structured Inquiry - Provide quality questions that guide the 
instruction and discovery process.  Strong questions lead to 
understanding as students discover answers while they are 
constructing new knowledge.  Structured inquiry prepares 
students for independent, higher-order thinking as they explore, 
discover, conceptualize, apply, and assess information and their 
personal connections.

• Dynamic Learning and Thinking - Actively engage and create 
knowledge and learning experiences with dynamic learning and 
thinking that connects relationships of people, sound, and 
process where the impact meets the needs for all involved.  The 
student constructs his/her own knowledge (constructivist) and 
learning through experiential opportunities, inquiry (structured 
inquiry), and metacognitive reflection.

• Expert Learners and Teachers - Create students who become 
expert learners while teachers learn to become expert teachers, 
thus creating lifelong learning and teaching as it provides 
strategies for both students and teachers to processes 
information and to dive into the ‘learning moment'.

• Visible Learning & Assessment - Apply strategies that will 
provide visible learning, which will give the students concrete 
evidence to assess their growth, process, and outcomes while 
metacognitively reflecting on each.
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Points of Inquiry
• How do my students experience the world and all of its 
information?  How can I connect these experiences to their music 
education?

• How do my students experience music?  How do I want them to 
experience and engage with music to create, perform, produce, 
present, respond, and connect in and through music?

• How can I create lifelong musicians that can also engage in all 
facets of music so that each person can discover a captivating 
and rigorous depth of knowledge?

• How do I teach for creative and critical thinking while students 
own their learning?

Background
Music education has traditionally 
focused on the reading, playing, and 
performing of music, with the teacher 
or conductor as the didactic instructor 
or leader.  As a result, generations of 
learners are void of the depth of 
knowledge, connections, and multiple 
facets of music that are needed to truly 
know and experience the art form in its 
entirety.  With the traditional 'read, 
play, perform' model, the students 
decode the music and play or perform 
as they have been instructed.  To 
create the whole musician and lifelong 
music makers, learners must connect 
and actively participate with all levels 
and facets of music to create a true 
depth of knowledge, requiring a 
dynamic pedagogical shift by the 
teacher.
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Conclusion
Instruction in music education should cast a wide educational net 
to create whole musicians and to actively engage all learners.   
As students construct, apply, and assess their learning, each will 
be able to apply critical and creative thinking skills while creating 
a depth of knowledge and ownership.   These profound 
experiences will become the foundation to a whole musician's 
lifelong learning, music making, and musicianship.

A Whole Musican will

Curriculum
• Invite learners of all ages to:   create, perform, produce, present, 
respond, and connect through any curriculum.
• Identify, use, and apply content specific, academic vocabulary to 
create literate musicians.
• Provide daily opportunities for students to speak, listen, read, 
and write about music.  
• Make all learning and assessment active, concrete, and visible 
for metacognitive engagement and growth.

Follow the QR Codes to see and 
hear examples of the following:

• Create - actively participate, listen, 
improvise, and generate musical ideas.

• Perform - read, play, speak about, and 
share music.

• Present - speak, read, write, and share 
ideas and connections about and with 
music.

• Produce - play, plan, arrange, and 
compose, write and speak about music.

• Respond - listen to, metacognitively 
connect with, discuss, write, speak, 
assess, and reflect about music.

• Connect - relate music to self, peers, 
and the world, associate, and network.
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